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Lobster prices are likely to pick up 
from the low level reached in 2009, 
as the world economy is improving. 
 

The EU market took advantage of 
the low shrimp prices experienced 

in 2009, and overall imports were 
stable. Supply problems of shrimp 
from Indonesia and Viet Nam 

overshadowed the market. Both 
countries asked for higher prices 

than competing countries, and 
importers were unwilling to pay 
such high prices. Tougher EU 

inspection of Indian shrimp 
appeared to cause exporters of 

Indian shrimp to swing away from 
the EU towards the US market.  
 

Crab appears to be in good 
demand, while supply is limited. 

Prices have increased steadily for 
some years. 
 

BIVALVES 

 
Christmas and New Year sales of bivalves were better than anticipated. Snow and ice 
resulting in poor weather conditions across Europe have disrupted transport, limiting trade 

of live, fresh shellfish at present. The new mussel season in Chile is still on hold because 
of the bad weather. The adverse climatic situation may help the market price to 

recover to 2007 levels, last seen before the economic crisis resulted in sharp price 
declines.   
 

SALMON/TROUT 

 

Farmed salmon prices are 
markedly higher in the European 

market and are expected to 
remain firm during 2010. Of 
course, variations in price because 

of dips in demand are bound to 
happen, such as the recent 

downturn in sales as a result of 
bad weather over most of Europe, 
or during vacation time. Supply 

swings resulting from climatic 
conditions or holidays will also 

influence prices for short periods. 
However, the underlying factors that are driving salmon prices remain the following: 
on the demand side, expected growth in salmon sales in most markets; on the supply 

side, growth in Norway and most other European producing countries is not large 
enough to compensate for drastic decreases in Chile's salmon supply throughout 

2010. 

Penaeus spp -  Frozen, PD, IQF, 10% glazing

 In Italy, origin: India
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Salmon -  In Europe, origin: Norw ay
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The expected high prices during 2010 will cause difficulties for processors in general 
and salmon smokers in particular, forcing them to look for alternatives where 

possible, including trout and coho. In the fresh market, there are not really any close 
substitutes for farmed salmon, except maybe chicken, but many consumers will find 

ready alternatives in turbot, seabass and seabream, albeit at higher prices. And 
consumers looking for fillets will easily find defrosted fillets of tilapia and catfish, 

imported from Asia and Africa. 
 
Norway's salmon exports for 2009 showed record numbers, again, growing 16.3 % in 

volume to 834 000 tonnes (live weight equivalent) and 32% in value to NOK 23.7 
billion. 71 % of export volumes and 70% of values are to the EU with France, Poland, 

Denmark and the UK as the largest destinations. Non-EU markets such as Russia, the 
US and Japan all showed growth in imports from Norway, mainly thanks to the 
shortfall in Chilean supply. Export growth to the USA in particular was spectacular 

with 300% increases from 2008. 
 

FRESHWATER FISH 

 
Western European markets were 

relatively positive for Vietnamese 
pangasius, as its low price was well 

accepted in the present economic 
situation. Thus Spain and Germany 
became the top two importers of 

Vietnamese pangasius, expanding 
their imports by 7% and 4% 

respectively in the first ten months 
of 2009. Overall EU imports of 
pangasius reached 187 000 tonnes 

in the January to October 2009 
period, roughly on a par with the 

corresponding 2008 figure. The Dutch pangasius market showed sharp decreases in 
2009. The unit value of EU pangasius imports from Viet Nam is USD 2.24/kg, about 
4% below the corresponding 2008 price.  

 

SEABASS AND SEABREAM 

 
The market for European bass and 
bream has returned to stability 

after a hectic Christmas season. 
Some producers are now out of 

stock but overall supplies are 
adequate at the moment. 

Production for 2010 is expected to 
be lower than in 2009. In Greece 
and Spain, in particular, the 

worsening economic situation will 
add to the difficulties of the more 

indebted companies. Overall, prices 
in the European market should 
remain firm until the summer months when the new harvest comes to market. 

 

Seabass and Seabream -  In Italy, origin: Greece
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Fish Species 

Trade Name Euro US$ & Area
Product Form

Reference
Grading Origin

Price per kg

As stated

Wels/Silure glane/Siluro Fresh on ice  - fillet 1-4.5 kg/pc HUF 1612 6.01 8.70 - Hungary ex-farm Hungary

Silurus glanis

European eel/ Live Small 12.50 18.10 = Italy wholesale Italy

Anguille d'Europe/ Large 14.00 20.27 =

Anguila europea

Anguilla anguilla

Sturgeons/Esturgeons/ Frozen - Whole 1.5-2 kg/pc 6.50 9.41 * France cif France

Esturiones Gutted 5-7 kg/pc 6.50 9.41 *

Acipenseridae Fillets 200-300 gr/pc 12.00 17.38 *

800-1000 12.00 17.38 *

A.baeri Caviar (Aquitaine) metal boxes 1 500 2 172 *

Picked dogfish/Aiguillat Fresh - skin-off 10.75 15.57 = Italy wholesale

commun/Mielga

 Squalus acanthias

Grouper/Mérou/Mero Fresh 9.40 13.61 = Imports

Epinephelus spp 11.25 16.29 = Italy

John dory/Saint Pierre/ Fresh 18.05 26.14 +

Pez de San Pedro 10.65 15.42 = Imports

Zeus faber

Red scorpionfish/Ras- Fresh 18.00 26.07 =

casse rouge/Cabracho 19.00 27.51 = Italy

Scorpaena scrofa

Seabass/Bar, Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc 3.10 4.49 = Greece fob Greece

Loup/Lubina 300-450 3.60 5.21 =

Dicentrarchus labrax 450-600 3.85 5.58 =

600-800 5.35 7.75 =

800-1000 6.50 9.41 =

> 1000 7.50 10.86 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.30 4.78 = Italy cif

300-450 3.80 5.50 =

450-600 4.05 5.86 =

600-800 5.55 8.04 =

800-1000 6.70 9.70 =

> 1000 7.70 11.15 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.35 4.85 = France cif

300-450 3.85 5.58 =

450-600 4.10 5.94 =

600-800 5.60 8.11 =

800-1000 6.75 9.77 =

> 1000 7.75 11.22 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.34 4.84 = Spain cif

300-450 3.84 5.56 =

450-600 4.09 5.92 =

600-800 5.59 8.09 =

800-1000 6.74 9.76 =

> 1000 7.74 11.21 =

SEABASS

NON-TRADITIONAL SPECIES

January 2010   

Northern 

Europe

January 2010   

FRESHWATER FISH (cont.) January 2010   

11



Fish Species 

Trade Name Euro US$ & Area
Product Form

Reference
Grading Origin

Price per kg

As stated

Seabass/Bar, Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc 3.37 4.88 = Germany cif Greece

Loup/Lubina 300-450 3.87 5.60 =

Dicentrarchus labrax 450-600 4.12 5.97 =

600-800 5.62 8.14 =

800-1000 6.77 9.80 =

> 1000 7.77 11.25 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.35 4.85 = Portugal cif

0.00 300-450 3.85 5.58 =

450-600 4.10 5.94 =

600-800 5.60 8.11 =

800-1000 6.75 9.77 =

> 1000 7.75 11.22 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.53 5.11 = UK cif

300-450 4.03 5.84 =

450-600 4.28 6.20 =

600-800 5.78 8.37 =

800-1000 6.93 10.04 =

> 1000 7.93 11.48 =

Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc Spain fob Spain

300-400

400-600

600-800

Gilthead seabream/ Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc 3.25 4.71 = Greece fob Greece

Dorade royale/Dorada 300-450 3.60 5.21 =

Sparus aurata 450-600 3.90 5.65 =

600-800 4.95 7.17 =

800-1000 6.65 9.63 =

> 1000 7.25 10.50 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.45 5.00 = Italy cif

300-450 3.80 5.50 =

450-600 4.10 5.94 =

600-800 5.15 7.46 =

800-1000 6.85 9.92 =

> 1000 7.45 10.79 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.50 5.07 = France cif

300-450 3.85 5.58 =

450-600 4.15 6.01 =

600-800 5.20 7.53 =

800-1000 6.90 9.99 =

> 1000 7.50 10.86 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.49 5.05 = Spain cif

300-450 3.84 5.56 =

450-600 4.19 6.07 =

600-800 4.94 7.15 =

800-1000 5.64 8.17 =

> 1000 7.49 10.85 =

SEABASS (cont.) January 2010   

SEABREAM

No quotations

January 2010   
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Fish Species 

Trade Name Euro US$ & Area
Product Form

Reference
Grading Origin

Price per kg

As stated

Gilthead seabream/ Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc 3.52 5.10 = Germany cif Greece

Dorade royale/Dorada 300-450 3.87 5.60 =

Sparus aurata 450-600 4.22 6.11 =

600-800 4.97 7.20 =

800-1000 5.67 8.21 =

> 1000 7.52 10.89 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.50 5.07 = Portugal cif

300-450 3.85 5.58 =

450-600 4.20 6.08 =

600-800 4.95 7.17 =

800-1000 5.65 8.18 =

> 1000 7.50 10.86 =

200-300 gr/pc 3.68 5.33 = UK cif

300-450 4.03 5.84 =

450-600 4.38 6.34 =

600-800 5.13 7.43 =

800-1000 5.83 8.44 =

> 1000 7.68 11.12 =

Fresh - whole 200-300 gr/pc Spain fob Spain

300-400

400-600

600-800

no quotations

SEABREAM (cont.) January 2010   
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The European Fish Price Report is a monthly GLOBEFISH publication,  

prepared by Karine Boisset, Helga Josupeit, Audun Lem and edited by Hilary Cochrane. 

 

It can be ordered from the FISH INFONetwork: 
FAO GLOBEFISH  

(Network coordinator) 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 

00153 Rome - Italy 

Tel: (39) 06 57053288 

Fax: (39) 06 57055188 

E-mail: globefish@fao.org 

Web site: www.globefish.org 

INFOPESCA  

(Latin America) 

Julio Herrera y Obes 1296 

11200 Montevideo - Uruguay 

Tel: (598) 2-9028701 

Fax: (598) 2-9030501 

E-mail: infopesca@infopesca.org 

Web site: www.infopesca.org 

EUROFISH 

(Central and Eastern Europe) 

H.C. Andersens Blvd 44-46 

1553 Copenhagen - Denmark 

Tel: (45) 35 467180 

Fax: (45) 35 467181 

E-mail: info@eurofish.dk 

Web site: www.eurofish.dk 

INFOFISH (Asia/Pacific) 

Level 2, Menara Olympia 8 

Jalan Raja Chulan 

50200 Kuala Lumpur - Malaysia 

Tel: (603) 2078 3466 

Fax: (603) 2078 6804 

E-mail: infish@po.jaring.my 

Web site: www.infofish.org 

INFOPECHE 

(Africa)  

Tour C, 19éme étage, Cité 

Administrative 

Abidjan 01 - Côte d’Ivoire 

Tel: (225) 20 213198 

Fax: (225) 20 218054 

E-mail: infopeche@aviso.ci 

INFOYU (China) 

Rm. 816, Bldg. 22, Maizidian Street - 

Chaoyang District  

Beijing 100026 - China 

Tel: (86-10) 59194236 

Fax: (86-10) 59194231 

E-mail: infoyu@agri.gov.cn 

Web site: www.infoyu.net 

INFOSAMAK 

(Arab Region) 

71 blvd Rahal El Meskini 

Casablanca 20 000 - Morocco 

Tel: (212) 522540856 

Fax: (212) 522540855 

E-mail: infosamak@infosamak.org 

Web site : www.infosamak.org 

INFOSA - sub-office INFOPECHE 

(Southern Africa) 

89, John Meinert Street- West 

Windhoek -Namibia 

Tel: (264) 61279430 

Fax: (264)  61279434 

E-mail:infosa@infosa.org.na 

Web site: www.infosa.org.na 

 

 

PRICE REFERENCE 

exw ex works 

fca (replaces fot) free carrier 

fas free alongside ship 

fob free on board 

cfr (replaces c&f) cost and freight 

cif cost, insurance and freight 

cpt carriage paid to 

cip carriage and insurance paid to 

daf delivered at frontier 

des delivered ex ship 

deq delivered ex quay (duty paid) 

ddu delivered duty unpaid 

ddp delivered duty paid 

PRODUCT FORM 
IQF individually quick frozen 

IWP individually wrapped pack 

PBI pinbone in 

PBO pinbone off 

C&P cooked and peeled 

H&G headed and gutted 

FAS 

PD 

frozen at sea 

peeled and deveined 

PUD peeled, undeveined 

 
SYMBOLS 

+ Price increased in original currency since 

last report 

- Price decreased in original currency since 

last report 

= Updated but unchanged price 

* New insertion 

 Not updated since last issue 

 
CURRENCY RATES 

    

  USD EUR 

    

Canada CAD 1.03 1.50 

Hungary HUF 185.19 268.18 

Norway NOK 5.65 8.18 

Switzerland CHF 1.02 1.47 

UK GBP 0.62 0.90 

USA USD - 1.45 

EU EUR 0.69 - 

Japan JPY 91.44 132.41 

South Africa ZAR 7.48 10.83 

 

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of New York 12/01/10 

 
 

These Market Reports and previous ones  
are available from the GLOBEFISH web site: www.globefish.org 



    

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Fish Products and Industry Division

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy

Tel: +3906 570 53288
Fax: +3906 570 55188

www.globefish.org




