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Octogus Market Reﬁort — FEBRUARY 2010

Mauritanian octopus production record high
in 2009

Octopus was in good supply, which resulted in a
sharp downturn of prices. Some upward
adjustments in octopus prices are likely, as
catches are extremely low at the moment.

Striking drop in octopus prices

Octopus supply was strong, with good catches reported from Morocco and Mauritania.
Japan took advantage of its strong currency and took substantial quantities of octopus at
heavily discounted prices. In the first nine months of 2009 imports went up by 11%.
Mauritania almost doubled its exports to the Japanese market and is now the top supplier
to this market.

Imports
Octopus: Japan
............. Jar
Jan-Dec Sen
06 20T M08 20T 20083 2009
{1000 tonnes)
Mauritaniz 166 14.0 126 9.5 9.3 151
Moracca a8.7 103 1089 g2 91 96
China 3.2 T2 6.7 49 5.5 4.1
it Mam 55 4.3 55 35 36 25
Spain 4.0 1.8 27 1.3 1.8 15
Thailancd 1.9 1.8 1.2 15 0.9 1.2
Cthers 35 £Aa 51 33 47 15
Total 43.4 45.3 4.7 32.2 349 353
Sowrce: GLOBEFISH AH 10438

In contrast, the value of Japanese octopus imports declined by 26%, which indicates that
prices went down by almost 40%. The main reason for the decline was the hurry in which
Mauritanian exporters wanted to sell, especially small sized octopus, which is prohibited in
the EU market.
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Imports Bearing in mind the higher octopus
Octopus: Italy catches, Italian and Spanish
lanDec Jan-Sept Sﬁto?ust injports altio infcileilased in
2006 2007 2008 2007 2008 2009 € Tirst nine€ months of the year.
Italian octopus imports reached 41
(1000 tonnes) 100 tonnes, 1% ahead of the
Marocco mnrs 123 145 10.5 12.2 13.2 corresponding 2008 figure. Morocco
Spain g5 .49 g2 50 5 514 is by far the main supplier of
Mauritaniz 34 25 35 25 35 43 octopus to the Italian market,
Viet Nam =8 3.3 4.5 21 3.2 3.3 octopus exports to the Italian
Thailand 34 24 28 20 24 23 market in 2009.
Indonesia * 25 4.0 1.8 1.7 241
Tunizia 14 20 nsg 1.3 07 0.5 Spanish octopus imports during this
Mesico 28 46 22 21 10 04 period were 33 100 tonnes, 4%
Cthers 102 74 74 51 65 43 more than one year earlier.
5 ) Mauritania was again the main
Total — 1.2 48.1 50.9 Lo Dol Lo responsible for the increase, by
Sowrce: GLOBEFISH AN 10457 doubling its exports to the Spanish
market in 2009. In the overall
economic climate, octopus prices
| declined in European countries as
mports well, albeit less than in the
Octopus: Spain Japanese market. The present
lanDet Jan-Sept (Jgnualry I2(.)10)bSpanish oc;opll:s
2006 2007 2008 2007 2008 2009 price level is about EUR 0.20/kg
below that of a vyear ago.
{1000 tones )
Morocco 202 196 232 16.3 178 16.4 Higher octopus prices in coming
hlauritaniz 44 419 45 3.3 30 7.2 months?
China 28 16 1.8 05 1.8 30 )
‘Vigt ham 19 22 16 12 15 11 Egg ;‘fs": gf;‘r’tpef i%atah(;rr‘gccsoea:ﬁg
Portugsl 14 17 22 1.8 11 0.8 Mauritania, but catches are below
Senegal 0.3 0.5 0& 0.3 0.4 0& expectations, owing to bad weather
Others 8.8 8.8 8.7 5.9 5.8 4.0 conditions. Prices are expected to
Total 0.3 393 426 295 35 334 go up, despite limited demand at
Sowce: GLOBEFISH AN 10452 this time of the year.
Wholesale prices of octopus in Spain
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